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Making inkjet work
Ceramics Case Study

Industrial Inkjet were asked to assist with a project to use KM1024 heads onto a 28 head ceramic tile print-
ing machine. The machine was for a specialist manufacturer who produces high quality ceramic profiles, an
example of which is a "wall top cap."” The requirement was to inkjet print the flat top surface and the vertical
edges, so five horizontal heads plus two vertical heads per colour.

Production tile printed with KM1024 Printheads and I1J Circulating Ink System

The customer was new to Inkjet so needed help and training to get through the development in very short
timescales - 5 months to working production machine. This was the first time KM heads had been used on
a ceramics production line, so represented a key project for KM and for 11J.

[1J recommended the use of their circulating ink system to gently circulate the ceramic ink through the inlet
and outlet of the KM1024 printheads. 11J's experience was put to good use in keeping the Ink System
simple and easy to integrate. By minimising the number of components and using trusted suppliers a high
confidence in the integrity of the design was achieved.

By working closely with the customer a production machine was produced with exceptionally low develop-
ment cost. 113 and KM were delighted to achieve such a successful outcome for their customer. The devel-
opment proved easier than initially anticipated and no Printhead or Ink System issues were encountered
along the way. This initial project provides a high degree of confidence that KM heads will become a signifi-
cant presence in the Ceramic market.
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